Saturday, May 3, 2003

Deuteronomy 32:1 – 52

Moses’ song tells the story of the future of Israel. It is a warning to be heeded by them. God doesn’t want them to fail.


God has created and bought them and His blessings will bring great riches to them.  Like us, however, the riches could lead to rebellion. The people would begin to depend upon themselves and worship other gods. They would become arrogant and self-powered.  “Jeshurun” (or upright one) would succumb to evil.

God is just and God is faithful. His people will rebel and it will lead to their destruction. God will allow a wicked nation to overcome them; He will allow His people to be beaten down by a nation that He compares to Sodom and Gomorrah in its evil.  


Verse 36 says that God will show His people compassion when He sees that “their strength is gone.”  Isn’t it sometimes like that with us?  We get so wrapped up in running on our own strength that we just can’t seem to stop.  We have to run out of all of the options that we have been able to think up ourselves before we can slow down and listen to God.  

After the people return to God, He will take vengeance on His enemies that had been triumphant temporarily over Israel. All of this would happen in their coming history.

After sharing his song with the people, Moses was commanded by God to go to the mountain to die. God is just and righteous, and Moses’ sin would prevent him from seeing the promised land. This was not a condemnation from God.  Moses entered God’s presence upon his death and would talk with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. But, for now, Moses’ last mission task would be to bless the people whom he had led to this place in time.
